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INTRODUCTION

TIRUMAYILAI PRABANDHANKAL consists of the following four works:

(i) Tirumayilaippillait-tamil, (i) Tirumayilaikkovai, (iii) Tirumayilai Uvamai Venpa and
(iv) Tirumayilai Venpa. Of these, the first two deal about God Singaravelar enshrined
at the temple of Sri Kapalisvara in Mylapore. The other two deal about the Gods
Kapalisvara, Vinayaka in dancing, Singaravelar and Karpakavalli. These works which
are rich in similes, metaphor, etc., describe the greatness of these deities and the

beauty of Mylapore.

Other works describing the greatness of these Gods are Tirumayilai Ula,
Tirumayilaikkalambakam, KapaliSvara Pancaratnam, Karpakavalli Malai,

Singaravelar Venpa, Tirumayilai Yamakavantadi.

The place now known as Mylapore is the same as the one called "Mayilappu ", etc.
This is referred to in great detail by ThirujAiana- sambandar and Tirunavukkarasu

Nayanar in their works like the Tévaram.

The Vinayakar enshrined in the temple at Mylapore is known as 'Kuttadum Pillaiyar’
or Natana Vinayakar. The Lord Siva who is enshrined here is known as Kapali, since
he appeared with the ornaments of skulls before Parvati. There are other names for
this place like Punnai Vanam, V&dapuri, Sukrapuri, etc. SrT Rama, Vali, Sugriva,
Vayila Nayanar, Elélasingan and others are said to have worshipped the Gods. of
this place. This is the place where Sivanesaccelvar, an ardent devotee of Lord Siva,
who had collected the bones of his deceased daughter PUm pavai in a pot, had her

life revived with the help of Tirujiana- sambandamurti..

It is mentioned in these works that there are many holy Tirthas like "Vali Tirtha, Rama

Tirtha, Kapali Tirtha, etc., " in this place.



The names of all these Gods and other deities are mentioned in the stanzas of all

these works.

TIRUMAYILAIPPILLAIT-TAMIL.

This is a work eulogizing Lord Singaravelar. The "Pillaittamil" is one of the 96 kinds of
works in Tamil literature. It describes the impor- tant features, usually of the life of a
God or a very great man, dividing the period of youth into ten parts. It is again

subdivided into two groups relating to Anparpillaittamil and Penparpillaittamil.

The Anparpillaittamil comprises of 10 chapters known as Kappu, Senkirai, Tal,
Sappani, Muttam, Varanai, Ambuli, Siruparai, Sirril, Siruter and the names Kalangu,
Ammanai and Usal, replace the terms Siruparai, Sirril, and Sirutter in the
Penparpillaittamil. This is sung during the bright fortnight of the odd months of a new
born baby starting with the 3rd month and ending with the 21st month. In the
Pillaittamil all the ten sections have 10 stanzas except the first section called Kappu

which will be in 9 to 11 stanzas.

The work Singaravélar Pillaittamil contains 101 stanzas in beautiful style. The author
is said to be one Tandavarayar belonging to Tondai- nadu, who was patronized by

one, Pumpavai Vélappa Mudaliar. This is said to have been sung (Arangerruppadi) in
the month of Avani of the year Bhava corresponding to the Saka year 1678. The style

of this work is very beautiful and superb. It is in praise of God Muruka.
TIRUMAYILAIKKOVAI .
This work represents the type called "Kdvai" in Tamil literature and sings the praise of

the Lord Singaravélar enshrined in the Kapa- liSvara temple in Mylapore. It deals with

Akapporul like Morality, etc., and contains 416 stanzas. This is a rich composition in



a very beautiful style, abounding in literary flourishes. It describes the greatness of
Mylapore and of the Lord Muruka. This is the work of one, Ambala- vanakkavirayar, a
good scholar in Tamil, who was the Tamil Pandit in the Dharmapuram Mutt, and was
the preceptor of Arunacalakavi- rayar. He is different from the Ambalavanakavirayar,

the author of Arappalisvarar Satakam.

TIRUMAYILAI UVAMAI VENPA.
This is composed in ordinary style by Natalinga Kaviraja of Tirunel veli. Mylapore is

compared to Manmatha, lotus, the scriptures, etc.

TIRUMAYILAI VENPA.

In more than 100 verses, Lord Siva in the form of Kapalisvara, enshrined at the
temple in Mylapore is praised. The style is simple and beautiful. This gives an
account of the greatness of the place and its holy tank.

This work also is rich in literary flourishes, abounding in double entendre. Even the

name of the author is not known.

All the above mentioned four works are printed from the paper manuscripts of this
library bearing numbers (i) R. 861 and R. 887, (ii) R. 884, (iii) R. 883 and (iv) R. 886.
These manuscripts were purchased from one Sri C. V. Jambulingam Pillai of

Mylapore in the year 1925-26.

After printing Tirumayilaikkovlai, it was brought to my notice that a copy of the same
is available in Dr. U. V. Swaminatha lyer Library, Adyar, Madras. On examination of
this manuscript, it was found to contain the twelve verses from 373 to 384 which are
missing in the manuscript of this library as well as 47 additional verses 417 to 463 in
the end. These have been copied, edited and added as Appendix-I and Appendix-I
respectively, printed on pages 141 to 150.



| have to express my thanks to Srimathi Rukmini Devi, the Adhyaksha of the Dr. U. V.
Swaminatha lyer Library, Adyar, Madras, for permitting me to copy the above verses

from the manuscript of that Library.

My thanks are due also to Messrs. V. R. Kalyanasundaram, V. S. Krishnan and M.

Pasupathy, Pandits of this Library who prepared the press copy and corrected the

proofs.
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras-5, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Dated 15th December 1952. Curator.
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