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Introduction

This work presents in an easy style the life of MANIKKAVACAKAR alias

VADAVURAR or THENNAVAR. He is the son of Sambupadacariyar an ardent leader

of Saivism and Sivajnanavatiyar. The history of Manikkavacakar is also given in

chapters 58-61 of the Thiruvilaiyadal Puranam of Paranjoti and in chapters 27-30 of

Tiruvalavayudaiyar Tiruvilaiyadaj Puranam of Perumparra Puliyur Nambi. It is also

contained in the Purana of Tiruvadavurar etc.

This work mainly follows the Purana of Tiruvadavurar with some alterations, for

example the well known incident that the Pandiya king caned the Lord is stated as

though Vadavurar himself caned the Lord.



The fact that Manikkavacakar cured the dumbness of the daughter of the Chola king
is stated as though the daughter of Mechari, king of Madras, was cured of the same

defect.

This work is also conspicuous for the ommissions of some very famous incidents or
events. The fact that Manikkavacakar defeated the Buddhists is not at all mentioned
in this. But strange information is given that Manikkavacakar assumed the form of a
deer. As could be seen from the above instances, this gives a slightly different
account of the life of Manikkavacakar.

The work is titled “Ammanai” merely due to the fact that the word “Ammanai” occurs
frequently even though it does not conform to the definition of Ammanai in respect of
contents or composition.

AUTHOR.

This work is said to be composed or written by one Sankaramurti, son of Nallur Nalla
Thambi and the younger brother of Namaccivayar. Besides this, no information is

found about the author, his literary and religious merits or qualifications.

The names of places referred to in this work are:

1. Vadhavoor (Thiruvathur). 16. Piranmalai.

2. Nalloor. 17. Cholapuram. (1)

3. Kalainagar. 18. Thiruvegambam.

4. Uttarakosamangai. 19. Thirukkulathangarai.
5. Avudaiyar Koil. 20. Vadakkoor.

6. Nelveli. 21. Thirumeyyam.

7. Thiruvedagam. 22. Okkur.

8. Thiruvadanai. 23. Ainnurrumangalam.
9. Punalvasal. (1) 24. Kannangudi.

10. Ramesvaram. 25. Cholapuram. (2)

11. Dhanushkoti. 26. Mandiyur.



12. Agnithirtham. 27. Perunturai.

13. Punalvasal. (2) 28. Chidambaram (Thillai
14. Madurai. or Ponnambalam).

15. Tiruppattur. 29. Chennappattanam.

The names of gods mentioned in this work are:- .

1. Ganapathi. 11. Aparaniji.

2. Velavan. 12. Pazhambodinathar.
3. Sarasvathi. 13. Iramanayakar.

4. Kalainayagar. 14. Parvathavarthini.
5. Chokkar. (1) 15. Kalavairavan.

6. Somanayagar. 16. Puvanalingam.

7. Mangaibaganathar. 17. Chokkar. (2)

8. Nelvelinathar.. 18. Minakshi Amman.
9. Kanthimathi Amman. 19. Vairavamoorthi.
10. Adanainathar. 20. Avudaiyar.

This work is: printed from a paper manuscript available in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library Madras, bearing R. No. 1541 in the, Triennial Catalogue-Paper
181"X 92" Fol. 49, lines 20. in a page, in Tamil and in good condition, which was
restored in 1946-47 from a Palmleaf manuscript described under R. No. 499 (a). This
palmleaf manuscript was presented to this library in 1921-22 by Sri Virana Pillai, son
of Mariappa Pillai of Tiruvadavoork kottai, Melur Taluk in Madura District.
My thanks are due to Sri. V. R. Kalyanasundaram Pandit of the library for preparing
the Press copy of the work and to Sri. V. S. Krishnan, Tamil Pandit of the library for
correcting the proof.
Madras. 8-11-1951 T. CHANDRASEKHARAN

CURATOR.
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FAevalll_gg1F FmabIlu)b HAevalll_55 aillflsgib g neusTasen, fAevalll g5
FnMTHWMBHSH FnMIQSTHGLD S[DLDHSIGTETS].
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@) bBrevieT GOILLIL_ 1L H6iTer SeVBISHEHLD 2aTias@EHLD

1. sur g ey (FHmeurgri) 16. Uymeiroemsv

2. pevepTit 17. Ge#rypyrio (1)

3. STEWETHSIT 18. glGeussbLitd

4.5 55r@&TFLEIMS 19. HméGerssHEmT
5. gpeyswLwiri G mullev 20. ouL_Ggn i

6. QBevGeusd 21. FpGwiiuid

7. sl HGeuL_a1b 22. §pddn i

8. &) moyL_Temer 23. 9/65EHHMILESDL
9. yewrsveursev (1) 24. setesTRIG 1

10. @) rrGudreurid 25. Gampyrid (2)

11. 35916138 T1g 26. wevvrig upi

12. 91&8)esfl Sidbaib 27. QupbgIe»MD

13. yewrsveurae (2) 28. Agiburid (Fevemsv
14. wgiewr GlLITedTESTLDLISVLD)

15. Spriuggri 29. G\ FssTedTLILIL_L_633TLD
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ugSlr wriIGLeRfl LSOTOTUI e»6udS)(Hbd TeT

weusbCs ull(hhoHeurmHer eurpslesrm prenerullGev;

Gapalluller ey

% GIT6UT1 LLIGU6IT LOIGITEUTEW VT ILIT6IT FH6vTSHTHBIGHLD Couemearull Gev
HERTL_T6T HeTeublSTeTM ST lewasu| LobEH LD

2ar(Hd & GLoM @G BSTD oywiihs@HT FTevLDTLD

CoumL_Gevr FTiiihg) 61Lpdsd6UTL_T6IT {LDLOTEw6vT 100
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BULLETIN OF THE GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY, MADRAS.

AN APPEAL.

The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, is unique in point of variety
and vastness of collections covering a very wide field of Indian Literature in Sanskrit,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahratti, Arabic, Persian and Urdu. The dates
of several of the manuscripts go back to many hundreds of years. From an academic
point of view, these collections contain some very interesting specimens of Literary,
Scientific, Historical and Artistic importance. A large number of them have not yet
been printed and some of them are available only in this Library. With a view to
placing these manuscripts in the hands of the public in a printed form, the
Government of Madras were pleased to sanction the starting of a BULLETIN under
the auspices of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. For the present only
two numbers are issued in a year. They contain critical editions of original works in
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahratti, Persian and Urdu. The
annual subscription is only Rs. 4 inland and 8 shillings foreign. Scholars, Patrons of
Culture, Universities, Public Libraries and Educational Institutions are requested to
enrol themselves as susbscribers for this Bulletin and thus encourage the cause of

Oriental Studies and Culture.



