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TAMIL INTERNET 2000 CONFERENCE - OVERVIEW

Introduction

The Tamil Internet 2000 Conference (TI2000) will be held in Singapore from July 22 to 24,
2000. This is the third in a series of international conferences, which was inaugurated in
Singapore itself in 1997. The main purpose of the series is to advance the development and
usage of Tamil-based Internet and Information Technology. The second conference was held in
Chennai, India in 1999. The third conference was originally scheduled to be held in March
2000, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, but owing to unforeseen circumstances had to be relocated to
Singapore.

Singapore's Tamil Internet Steering Committee (TISC) is organising TI2000 with the advice of
an interim international steering committee. As TISC was only inaugurated in April 2000, this
conference is being organised with a rather short lead-time. However, with the concerted efforts
of a large number of volunteers both here and abroad, the conference hopes to accomplish its
key objectives.

Conference Components

Despite the short preparatory time, the scope of the Singapore conference has been expanded to
include a business component and a community component. Thus there will be three
components: The Conference Hub, the eBusiness Hub and the Community Hub.

The Conference Hub will feature the presentation of academic and technical papers as well as
panel discussions and poster displays. The eBusiness Hub has been designed to attract private
sector participants who are interested in a range of Information and CommunicationTechnology
(ICT) related business opportunities as well as Tamil Internet. A special feature of the
eBusiness Hub is the Job Fair which will bring together hundreds of potential employees and
employers from around the world, first through the web and then in person at the conference.
The Community Hub has been incorporated into this conference to allow thousands of ordinary
members of the public to see and appreciate the marvels of ICT.

Venues

Most of the events will be held at the Suntec City, Singapore’s leading convention centre and
one of the biggest in the region. The gala dinner on Saturday, 22 July will be held at a nearby
hotel.

Schedules

The E-Business Hub and the Community Hub will be opened on Saturday, 22nd and remain
open till Sunday, 23rd. The opening hours on both days are 11:00 am till 7:00pm.

The Conference Hub will function on Sunday, 23rd and Monday, 24th, from 9:00 am till
6:00pm on both days.

Participants may choose to attend any or all three hubs and will be charged accordingly.
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