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INFITT thanks the Tamilnadu Government for adopting suitable encoding standards for
Tamil and proposes steps to be taken to promote Tamil Computing further.

Chennai, 27" Jun 2010

International Forum for Information Technology in Tamil (INFITT), the global body of the Tamil
computing experts and enthusiasts, thanks the Government of Tamilnadu for accepting Unicode
as the main encoding standard and TACE - 16 as the only alternative encoding standard for
Tamil computing. INFITT also recommends ways to promote Tamil computing and carry the
spirit of continuity in Tamil.

During the ninth Tamil Internet Conference, held on June 23 - 27, 2010 (T1 2010) along with the
World Classical Tamil Conference, the Government of Tamilnadu, accepting the
recommendation of INFITT, has issued a G.O. announcing a historic decision.

The G.O. (Ms) No. 29, dated 23/06/2010, states that the government has decided to migrate
from the existing 8-bit encoding systems such as TAB/TAM to 16-bit encoding. The government
formulates to use Unicode as the main 16-bit encoding "to be used in all applications where
support for Tamil is available" and use TACE - 16 (Tamil All Character Encoding) as the only
alternative encoding "where support for Unicode is not available partially or fully."

The G.O. also pinpoints all relevant technical considerations and guidelines to be followed for
the standards to ensure a seamless usage across the various types of uses, especially for e-
governance.
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INFITT wholeheartedly welcomes this move and sincerely thank the Honourable Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu Dr. Kalaignar M Karunanidhi for accepting its recommendations based on the
convergence resolution of INFITT and for acting immediately by issuing the G.O.

Such an issuance of G.O has resolved one of the major areas of concern to use Tamil in
computers, internet and digital devices. INFITT’s recommendation to the Government makes
the slogan of "Engum Thamizh, Ethilum Thamizh" a reality, as it enables Tamil to be used in all
print and digital media with no complication or loss of data.

Along with its earlier recommendations on encoding, INFITT has recommended to the
Government to set up a state of the art research center for Computational Linguistics and
Language Technology with special reference to Tamil at the University of Madras to focus on
Tamil research and to develop high level Language Technologies in the fields of speech
recognition, handwriting recognition, and machine translation. INFITT is of the firm view that
appropriate measures have to be taken now and that the establishment of such center is the
right step towards next level of activities promoting Tamil computing, as the intractable issues of
font standardization had been resolved for the better.

Prof.N.Deivasundaram of the University of Madras said: “An Advanced Centre for
Computational Linguistics and Language Technology with special reference to Tamil should be
established at University of Madras to develop Modern Tamil from its evergreen classical
language status to the much needed electronic language status — as a language suitable for all
computing tasks to meet the expectations and challenges of globalization as well as to help in
bridging the gap in Tamil society existing due to the “digital divide”.

INFITT also appeals to the Governments of Tamilnadu, Sri Lanka, Singapore and Malaysia to
introduce learning of Tamil digital input methods as part of Tamil curriculum in the schools. This
move would make Tamil students know Tamil typing at an early age and enable them to use
Tamil over the Net and Digital devices. This will make a huge impact on the younger generation
that is otherwise feared of losing interest in Tamil.
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On conclusion of the event, the INFITT chair Mr. T.N.C.Venkatrangan said: "Language,
technology and linguistics experts from countries such as Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,
Canada, the USA, Britain, South Korea and Germany besides all over India participated in great
enthusiasm in TI12010. Several hundred scholars and participants from the World Classical
Tamil Conference too attended the Internet Conference sessions and learned the developments
happening in the area of language computing and possibilities. On behalf of INFITT we
sincerely thank Government of Tamil Nadu for the historic event”

Tamil Internet 2010 was also a great experience for the experts and users alike. The conference
was attended by over 500 delegates and observers. Over 110 papers were read in 4 halls,
over the 4 days. The conference proceedings containing all the papers, numbering 900 pages,
were released as a book and in an electronic CD format. The Tamil Internet Exhibition was
attended by a huge number of Tamils, exceeding a hundred thousand over the five days.
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SIFHMS e QFUILIE Qeueiuih

QUITBSHS LMt GMCUINMIH SIHISEET JHMISQSHTEIL HLOLPHT(H ATHDGS
BeTN&emend Qs HlaNs s, HLOILDE SHemienLoenul GLOgYILD eUATT&GSLD Lilg &Hemer

2_§GLOLD (LPETEDIMISHMG).

QI F60T60I60T, 27 &I D60T 2010

SLODBHTE ST Sl6TTTenLOUTN6D U|eNSCHTEML (Unicode) (P SHHILISG GMICILINMS
SULOMEELD, HLALD SITAWI(PS S GMIUIL ML (TACE 16) GIT LOTHMIS
GMGCUMHMIF STLOMEHALD, JDHMIS CSHTHIL HDGS SLOILDS SN 616V VBT,

S} J6U6VT SIL RIS 2 60865 FLOLDS &&660 QHTLHILHIL LI LDETDLD. (2-§FHLOLD)
BTN QSFNEHMGI. HCHT(H, sTHFSHTELSHHD &LOILDE &6uwN6mLDEmILL
QUEMILILSDOGLD, SLOLPSQASTL J&FEmWS 2 UNCHTLL HCHTE Q&mesn(h ClFeLeva LD
2y QUi eDEmaT @hHmieIsTD LAHSIDISHDE.

8390601 23-27, 2010 CH HH6M6L 2_6085F HLOILPF CQFDCLMA LABHTLCLTG HLbHS
ERETLISTEUF) HLOID @6m6uuTiL LOMBITLLq 60 (HLOILD @6M6UITLLILD 2010) 2_& &LD S Sl6oT
Lfibglengeni gomI, eugeorHmi (PigQelGHS SODBTE AT 1
SIJFTenemTsnll GeuafuNL_L ).

23/06/2010 @6V, (Ms) 616801 29, 6T60TM)| CledafQUbHS SHF SIJFTen6euTU6or Lilg,
SLOPBHTE S8 H6or QFWMHLTH &afled, QUCUTE(H&SGLD TAB/TAM GLITETD) 8-
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LDenL& GHIGCLMHDRISTL QBhE] 16 DL & GHICLMDSHMES H&T (Dig.6Y
QEWISH HSHMGI. Q6vh 61(HRISTELMRISETED “6THCISHHSLI LILIETTES&MIS6T60
IL|63N &G &ITIq 63T (Unicode) 6ULHI SLOMLOLI LILI6TTLI(H S eUemSUNBHESHMCHT, SikIG
MGG (PSS 16 DML & GMICWIMMLOMIIS DSIUITETEUS]” 6TETMILD,
76TRIGI&ELEVITLD W|eNSCHTL1qMST6 LN6ITmTHSLD HeMLOUITIELmMELGLILIT SiRIG
SO MWD S SIS GMCWMHMEEMGLI (TACE-16) LIUITLI(H SSI6UG)]” 6TETMILD
SO 19.(H&EME).

LeLGeum) LwlestUT(h&eMest GUITSI, GMILILITES LO6oT6uTTE1p6mLOUN6TT CLITE), 6THS

Qb (B L_eYILDIGTOILI LILIESTTGLD eUem&UTeL Qb& S SImiGenT(h NesrUmm Gevesoig L
I L 61T RIGENETUILD, QULAI(LP MM EHEMEILILD QhS T&Tenewnt GO (H&
Q&ML MG

QbHS QFWMHUTL L 2 SFLOWD (P (PLaTGGCHTE euTGCain&mgl. SICHTH
HAIMLIL @BRSMIS SionasHearand Asflelss ufibgimysman gHo)
2 L 63TIqWITS HFFTensar QuimMI§ CQFuImLL L LOM6BOILILOIG (LD &6V 6UIT (LD 6M6TT6UI]
&EM6VEHIT (LD.&([HEUTTHIS) 16118 E & 2 6Ll JeILTS el QS HlaNssis
QBMTHMG).

@\iLig. 62(h SITFTem6snT CleueuTL_L Fmev, HLOMLNS SeutTent), @ em6uIiLILD, LDHM)ILD
T AULAIS & (HeNlsaNm LILETL(G S &IauHeL Q(hhS (P SHUIS SUISSHSHMS &
(D& & C&meI(halbhEH (HSHMG). 6TL6VT SIF &, 6TEHUILLAILN 26T &hIGErTI6L
6TH&H& GLPLILI(LLD eUTLDEYILD, SJ6&6IT GG TemeuITLOeYILD SLOILD Qeuerflui®
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SIEMLOILDLIG SITHMSG 25 FLOLD MG S LflHGIenT @ HLILSTEL “6ThIGLD SLOILD,
6THQVILD HLOILD” 6T68TM CIFTEVEAULD 2_6TMETEMLOLITSMG).

gm&eGeu Q&aM(H&S LUFlhGHImTaGatT(h, @eorelem (b LflhaemnIuTs:s SLblenLp
soUWL LIRS HS Sewievil CLomfluTiwiedigyid, QomLhl HIL NWedle|Ld S,ul16)]

QF WD QUEMSHUNEL 621 2_WITENLOUISH N GF (& OTEM6UTLI LIL H60160 &5 L0 &S Hl6L
Hmieybd g & SLOIDBTE SiTeng 2 5§D CHL(h& CSHTETHME).
QmHUNUIENILD, SHewuMIONUIEONEVILD Sy li6) U6TTESILI LN &6T Q& IIaI),
Guégew), m&QWw(Lp&Glewifl, 6Th Sy QLomMNeLWIFY CUT6TM 2 WIfLoL L
QOTLAHIL LNLICLSEET 2_ (1 eUTHSL QUFIGID LwleTUBRLD. QSIBTET 66mi)
E&sUUL (PRTSBES GMCIDHDE HES0HSEEE B (L6 TB5S
HemeouNev, sewNesil QLOTLAUNLIVI&ES S C&Hemeuulmest serailhsemer el
61(5&&CeUII(HLD 6T60TMILD, SILILILG. €2 (Th 6MLDILISH S HiMI6 61|

LIPS H6mNenLOuN6 SI(hSS LOL L& QFwIhUTLIqME (LD esTR6(h&HGLD &flwiment
LIlq &&60 6T60TMILD 2 HSLOLD 2 MIHUITES &([HHHME).

@& UDMI& Q& 6TTeMEIILI LIV &HEMEVES L& GUITARWIT B.QSIIQISHSTLD ”SHLOlemLD
s LIRS HS SHemievil CLomuTiwiedleid, QIomLhl BIL 1NLIEOIeYILD (Language
Technology) Qb U16)| QIFIIL|LD 2_WITEDLOIISENSHE C1F60T6M6ITLI LIGL&H6M 6L &SNS & FleL
HMI6eu&6wT eLpeVLD 6TETMILD @eemLdGLLIMIG. (h&@GLD HLOleMLPE ClFLDALDTLA
HemeouNed Q(pH& Hersor QmAuins, @erm CHemeuliL(pLD LhlsesiuTiuied
QLMLHILINTS, U6T&HS (LPlg.U|LD. GLOGYILD BLD GILDMLA6MLLI 6T6LEVITS &H6wNeMLDS
QEWELSHEHSHG LD 2 SHH ST, 2608 LOUILDTESE0I6T TEHITLITITLILIS S EMh &ELD
FUMTLS@EhHGLD QWIRIGUSTI, QT HLOIDEF F(LPHTILISSH6L Q) (H&HE LD
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“&&6U60 HIL_LNW16L @QemL_Cleuerils@LI LITELLD SIEMLOLILIGTUIS Q&Teuni(h Gl&eLev
(LPlg UJLD” 6T6STM)] &or M6OTITI].

CGev oMt gyli6) mMILIGCHT(H I6LEVMG, 2 HSLOLD Caublmm(H
Ceuan(GCamenend Qg ChysHHed B SHAMEI. SISTeUG), LeTaNseaned HLOLDS
el LML $GCHM(, HemeoNuiled HLOID 2_emefl& Q&FmeLedS C&T(HHS GCaleun(hLd
61601 SLODBIT(H, eVmIns, HMIGLILLT, LGOI THEHM6T 2§ FLOLD Gercuuig &
QaTen& M. Qb (LHemeTLIL QD SiGHeneuulGeoGul HLOILD LomewTal] SLOLDS
SLL &G QFILIUSMGSLD, Q6M6UUTLLILD, 6TEHUTLDAILHIS & (ha1Gere0 GLOILDLI
LwlesTUTL6mL_ L1 QU(H &GS DG LD eUmSCIFUIL|LD. iG6tTeLpeuld, HLOILHIeT GLoeL
QI LILILD GMMIh&| Q&T6uIle. (h&HGLD Q6D &6mev (LD emMUITl6NT (h &G LI
QU(BHSTEHSHEH MG eSS LD.

B&DES (Lplafhd QUT(PSI, "BLHGI (LIgHG SLOLD @en6wriLd 2010 Q60 HMISLILLT,
LGeLAWIT, Q6VMINS, SHETLIT, HCLFEHS QEEW BTG &6, LNIfIL L 6T,
Q&eaTQSTHIIIT, QTLD6vT 4 St HT(HGHEMETLD, QHEUITENETT LISV LiG HSH6METILLD
GCaibH CIomLAl, QomLHUNUIED, HILLTLIEL QILEIBHI&HET (LB HSH B TeUSCHT(H
LRI Q&IT6OILMJ&61T. @h& euUmLisnLL LiwesTU(B &), Fal Geu BLhS 26085
SLOIDEF QFDEILOMLA LOMBITLLg 60 LITRI@GCISTEBIIL [HITDM)|&&H6001SH S M6 ) EhIT& ErhLD
GUITaTI&EHLD LIMTemeUIITaT]&EhLD @\606TuTlL LDMBITL_Lq.60 H6VHG| Cl&Teuor(h
QLMLIG SN emLOUT6oT u6Tf&SHGemeanibd, Q6IGLOEVILD HL &5 Sl I
QUMULILSSHEDETLLD QG HIh&I CSTEUIILTTS6IT. 6UFeLTHMI (LD SHSHILIS Gl6ULD 6UMIHE
@eueuena]id BLLLSMHS 2 MIGlenewnmil @@bHS SLOIPHT(H ATAMS 2-SSLOLD
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&601 heaTIEnILS CHFleNSGIS QSTeTEpHME)I.” 6T60TMI 2 & HLD S H60T &6M6ELELI]
&).15.8.CleUMRIGL[JRIG60T GaMI6OTII].

SLOILHEMETITUILD 2010 6TELEVIT EUCLEVIHIT, U, TEUCVTEHEHHGLD CILI(HLD LIL_L_Hlemerd
QaM(HSHSH S QLOLOMBTL1q.60 500 GUIFTENT&EHLD, LIMTMEUITETTSHEHLD H60hE)

Q& meuoiL6ur]. Q&I S, 110 SL(HéMI&EHLD 900 LSS MG EHLD SiL RIS THTL (h
BL_LIL|&6IT €2 (1 CILIMTSH S &HLOMSH6ELD LO6aTesNUTILIEL GMmIaIL L T&HeLD
QeueNuNL LU L 6vT. SLOILD Qem6uviiLl LOTBITL6mL QUL Lg. HL_hS SHEGorSITL FlemiLl
L6V VL &55HGLD CLHUL L HLOLDLOESSET &6l &6Tlé &6vri).
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